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Any advertising sign, together with its supports, braces, guys, anchors and electrical
equipment, shall be kept fully operable, in good repair and maintained in a safe manner
and in a neat, clean and attractive condition. The display surfaces of all advertising signs
shall be kept neatly painted or posted.

919.02.N Nonconforming Advertising Signs
A nonconforming advertising sign may be continued only as provided in this section:

1. Normal maintenance of a nonconforming sign may occur, including any necessary
repairs or alterations which do not enlarge, extend, or intensify the nonconformity;

2. No structural alteration, enlargement, or extension shall be made of a nonconforming
sign, except when the alteration is required by law or will eliminate the nonconforming
condition;

3. Shall not be moved to a different location;

4. Poster paper and panel copy boards may be replaced. Painted bulletin boards may be
- repainted.

5. If a nonconforming sign is damaged or destroyed by any means to the extent of fifty
(50) percent or more of its replacement value at the time of the damage or destruction
(based on prevailing costs), the sign shall be made to conform to the provisions of this
section. However, if the damage or destruction is less than fifty (50) percent of the
replacement value, then the sign may thereafter be restored to its original condition.

6. An electronic advertising sign shall not replace an advertising sign, and an advertising

sign shall not replace an electronic advertising sign, unless the replacement sign meets all
of the requirements of Sec. 919 for a new sign.

919.02.0 Location in Historic Districts

Advertising signs in City designated Historic Districts or within one hundred (100) feet
of and visible from such Districts shall be approved by the Historic Review Commission
prior to obtaining zoning approval.

919.02.P Annual Inspection Tags

The Bureau of Building Inspection shall annually issue inspection tags for each sign face
as follows:

1. The Chief of the Bureau of Building Inspection shall issue an inspection tag for each
advertising sign. The tag shall contain a number peculiar to that sign face. The Chief shall
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inspect each advertising sign annually and if it complies with the provisions of the Code
shall issue a renewal sticker to be affixed to the inspection tag. The color of the renewal
sticker shall be changed annually to simplify visual inspection. The tag and renewal
sticker issued for a sign which is subsequently removed shall be retumed to the Bureau of

Building Inspection.

2. The Chief of the Bureau of Building Inspection is authorized and directed to make
reasonable rules and regulations for implementation and administration of an annual
inspection tag and sticker system.

919.02.Q Advertising Signs on Public Transit Shelters, as follows:

Advertising signs shall only be permltted on public transit shelters located within the
public right-of-way, which comply with the provisions of Chapter 419 of Title Four,
Article 1 of the Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances. Additionally, public information kiosks,
installed by, or under the direction of, the City of Pittsburgh, with advertising signs shall

also be permitted, whether on private property, public property, or in the public right-of-
way. Both must meet the following criteria:

(a) Advertising signs shall not be located within any residential Zoning District;
(b) Such signs shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet in display surface per sign;

(c) There shall be a maximum of two (2) advertising signs or one (1) back-to-back
advertising sign on each shelter or kiosk; :

(d) Sign display areas must be integral to the design of the structure and may not extend
more than five (5) inches from the face of the structure; and

(e) No advertising display shall exceed the height of the structure.
(Ord. 23-2003, eff. 8-4-03)
919.03. Nonadvertising Signs.

The regulations of this section shall apply to signs other than advertising signs.
Nonadvertising signs shall be permitted in accordance with the regulations of this section.

919.03.A Signs Inside Buildings
Signs on the inside of the buildings or other structures, designed not to be seen from the
exterior of such buildings or structures shall be perrmtted in any district with unlimited

size and interior location.

919.03.B Flags
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Official government flags, emblems and insignia shall be permitted in any district with
unlimited size and location.

919.03.C Plaques, Cornerstones and Nameplates
Memorial plaques, cornerstones or name plates bearing only the name of the owner, the
name or use of the structure or the date of erection of the structure shall be permitted in

any district, subject to the following:

1. Such signs shall be limited to one (1) of each type for each structure and shall not
exceed four (4) square feet in face area;

2. Such signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage, built in or attached to
a wall of the structure.

919.03.D Historic Tablets

Historic tablets or building directories bearing only the name of the owner, the name or
use of the structure and its occupants, the date of erection of the structure or reading
matter commemorating a person, event or significance of the location shall be allowed in
all districts, subject to the following standards: -
919.03.D.1 Residential Districts

In residential zoning districts, such signs:

(a) Shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in face areé;

(b) Shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage;

(c) May be attached to a wall of the building and shall not project more than four (4)
inches therefrom or may be situated as a ground sign and shall not exceed more than
twelve (12) feet from the top of the sign to the grade beneath the sign.

919.03.D.2 Other Districts

In districts other than residential zoning districts, such signs:

(a) Shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in face area;

(b) Shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage;

(c) May be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign shall project more than four

(4) inches at a height below six (6) feet eight (8) inches from the grade beneath the sign.
Signs attached to the building at a height above six (6) feet eight (8) inches from the
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bottom of the sign to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more than three (3) feet

from the building.

919.03.E Bulletin Boards

Bulletin boards of religious and other institutions used to indicate the services or
activities offered on the premises shall be permitted in any district provided that such
signs:

1. Shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet in face area; and

2. Shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage.

919.03.F Real Estate and Political Signs

Temporary real estate signs pertaining to the sale or lease of the premises and temporary
political campaign signs or posters relating to the election of a person to public office, to
a political party or to a matter to be voted upon at an election called by a public body
shall be subject to the following regulations.

919.03.F.1 General

(a) Such signs may be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign shall project
more than four (4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from the grade beneath the
sign. Signs attached to the building at a height above eighty (80) inches from the bottom
of the sign to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more than three (3) feet from the
building.

(b) Such signs shall be removed within thirty (30) days following the sale or election. An
elected candidate in a primary election may maintain the sign until thirty (30) days
following the general election.

919.03.F.2 Residential, LNC, UNC, GT, DR, EMI Districts

In the Residential, LNC, UNC, HC, GT, DR and EMI zoning districts such signs:

(a) Shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in face area;

(b) Shall be nonilluminated and limited to one (1) along each street frontage.

919.03.F.3 HC, NDI, Ul and GI Districts

In the HC, GI, UI and NDI zoning districts, such signs:

(a) Shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in face area;
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(b) Shall be limited to two (2) along each street frontage and may be illuminated.

919.03.G Address Signs

Street address numerals shall be permitted in any district provided the face area shall not
exceed two (2) square feet.

919.03.H Holiday Displays

Temporary displays or signs in the nature of decorations, clearly incidental and
commonly associated with any national, local or religious holiday, permitted in any
district provided:

1. They shall not be displayed for a period of more than ninety (90) consecutive days nor
more than ninety (90) days in any one (1) year;

2. They may extend over public right-of-ways provided authorization is supplied by the
Director of the Department of Public Works and the Chief of the Bureau of Building
Inspection.

919.03.1 Convenience Information Signs

Convenience information signs, such as date, time and weather, and official emblems of
on-premises religious, charitable, public and nonprofit organizations may be permitted in
any district provided that such signs:

1. Shall not contain advertising matter attached to or integrated with or as part of such .
sign;

2. May be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign shall project more than four
(4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from the grade beneath the sign. Signs
attached to the building at a height above eighty (80) inches from the bottom of the sign
to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more than three (3) feet from the building.

3. Shall not exceed eighteen (18) square feet in face area;

4. The Zoning Administrator shall determine whether such sign is appropriate at the
specific location taking into consideration the character of the uses in the vicinity, the
possible effect of vehicular traffic, if any, and the relationship of the use to its immediate

surroundings and to other portions of the City from which it may be viewed, including
the size, height, extent and other characteristics.

919.03.J Public Information Signs
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Public service and information signs of such size and type and in such locations approved
by the Director of the Department ot Public Works, intended to satisty the public need,
are permitted in any district, including:

I. Convenience signs identifying location of rest rooms, freight entrances and parking
areas;,

2. Government signs for the control of traffic and other regulatory purposes;

3. Public transit service signs;

I

. Public utility information signs;

W

. Safety signs;

[o)}

. Signs erected by a public agency in the performance of a public duty;
. Signs indicating scenic or historic points of interest;

8. Street signs;

9. Trespassing signs;

10. Other directional signs as may be deemed necessary for the preservation of the public
safety. : ’

919.03.K Public Parking Identification and Rate Signs

919.03.K.1 Residential Districts

In residential zoning districts, public parking identification and rate signs:

(a) Shall not exceed eight (8) square feet in face area;

(b) Shall be limited to one (1) sign within the vicinity of each entrance.

919.03.K.2 Other Districts

In districts other than residential zoning districts, any number of public parking
identification and rate signs shall be permitted, provided that the total accumulated face
area of such signs does not exceed twenty-four (24) square feet.

919.03.L. Home Occupation Signs

Signs required by licensing requirements:
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1. Shall not exceed four (4) square feet in face area;
2. Shall be limited to one (1) sign for each principal entrance;

3. May be attached to a wall of the building and shall not project more than twelve (12)
inches therefrom or may be situated as a pole sign not extending more than ten (10) feet
from the top of the sign to the grade beneath the sign and shall be setback at least five (5)
feet from any lot line when such space is unoccupied by building;

4. Shall be nonilluminated.

919.03.M Business Signs and Identification Signs

Business signs or identification signs (other than the miscellaneous signs described in
Sec. 919.03.A through Sec. 919.03.L, and Sec. 919.03.N )shall be allowed in accordance
with the following standards.

919.03.M.1 General

(a) Ground signs shall be situated on the zoning ldt shall not extend beyond any street
line or lot line and shall not extend above the height limit of the respective zoning
district, unless otherwise designated;

(b) The face area of signs shall not exceed a vertical measurement of twenty (20) feet;

(c) Such signs may be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign shall project
more than four (4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from the grade beneath the
sign; except projecting signs as defined in 919.03.M.8. Signs attached to the building at a
height above eighty (80) inches from the bottom of the sign to the grade beneath the sign
shall not project more than three (3) feet from the building; and

(d) May be illuminated.
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919.03.M.3 RP, EMI and GPR and OPR zoning districts

In the RP, EMI, GPR and OPR zoning districts:-

(a) Wall mounted signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage, not
exceeding eighty (80) square feet in face area and shall not extend more than forty (40)
feet above grade. Such signs may be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign
shall project more than four (4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from the
grade beneath the sign. Signs attached to the building at a height above eighty (80) inches
from the bottom of the sign to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more than three
(3) feet from the building.

(b) Ground signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage when the property
frontage measures two hundred (200) feet or less. Otherwise, ground signs shall not be
spaced within two hundred (200) feet of each other when located on the same zoning lot.
Ground signs shall not extend more than twenty (20) feet from the top of the sign to the
grade beneath the sign and shall not exceed a total face area of fifty (50) square feet;

(c) Roéf signs shall not be permitted;

(d) These signs shall not contain animation, rotation (other than barber poles) or
illumination that flashes or is intermittent;

(e) Marquee or canopy sign is a sign attached to, painted on or inscribed upon a marquee
or canopy that otherwise complies with any other governmental regulation; the face of
such sign shall not project above or below the marquee or canopy, shall not exceed eight
(8) inches in height, shall not project more than six (6) inches horizontally from the
surface of such marquee or canopy, shall not contain flashing lights or animation and
shall not contain any advertising except for the name of the owner, name of the building
or the name of the business.

919.03.M.4 HC Districts
In the HC zoning districts:
(a) Wall mounted signs are permitted provided that the total face area attached to a wall

shall not exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of building wall
width to a maximum of eighty (80) square feet, and shall be mounted no higher than forty
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(40) feet above grade except where expressly permitted. For buildings with multi-
commercial tenants on the first and second floors with direct street access one (1)
additional tenant business or identification sign shall be permitted per tenant identifying
the name of the tenant or business, the total face area of which shall not exceed two (2)
square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of store frontage to a maximum of eighty
(80) square feet per sign, and shall be mounted no higher than the second floor above
grade. Tenant signs are to be located within the facade area of the tenant. Maximum letter
height on all wall signs below forty (40) feet above grade shall be four (4) feet.

(b) Ground signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage when the property
frontage measures one hundred fifty (150) feet or less, otherwise ground signs shall not
be spaced within one hundred fifty (150) feet of each other when located on the same
zoning lot. Ground signs shall not extend more than thirty (30) feet from the top of the
sign to the grade beneath the sign and shall not exceed a total face area of sixty (60)
square feet;

(c) Signs attached to gasoline dispensing pumps shall be limited to one (1) sign not
exceeding four (4) square feet in face area for each pump;

(d) Marquee or canopy sign is a sign attached to, painted on or inscribed upon a marquee
or canopy that otherwise complies with any other governmental regulation; the face of
" such sign shall no project above or below the marquee or canopy, shall not exceed eight
(8) inches in height, shall not project more than six (6) inches horizontally from the
surface of such marquee or canopy, shall not contain flashing lights or animation and
shall not contain any advertising except for the name of the owner, name of the building
or the name of the business. Such signs may be attached to a building wall and no part of
the sign shall project more than four (4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from
the grade beneath the sign. Signs attached to the building at a height above eighty (80)
inches from the bottom of the sign to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more
than three (3) feet from the building.

919.03.M.5 LNC, UNC, CP, and AP
In the LNC, UNC, CP, and AP Districts:

(a) Wall mounted signs are permitted provided that the total face area shall not exceed
two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of building wall width to a
maximum of eighty (80) square feet and shall be mounted no higher than twenty (20) feet
above grade except where expressly permitted. For buildings with multi-commercial
tenants on the first and second floors one (1) additional tenant business or identification
sign shall be permitted per tenant identifying the name of the tenant or business, the total
face area of which shall not exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal
foot of tenant frontage to a maximum of eighty (80) square feet per sign on each wall or
facade and shall be mounted no higher than the second floor above grade. Tenant signs
are to be located within the facade area of the tenant. Maximum letter height on all wall
signs below twenty (20) feet above grade shall be four (4) feet.
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(b) Ground signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage when the property
frontage measures one hundred (100) feet or less, otherwise ground signs shall not be
spaced within one hundred (100) feet of each other when located on the same zoning lot.
Ground signs shall not extend more than forty (40) feet from the top of the sign to the
grade beneath the sign and shall not exceed a total face area of one hundred fifty (150)
square feet;

(c) Marquee or canopy sign is a sign attached to, painted on or inscribed upon a marquee
or canopy that otherwise complies with any other governmental regulation; the face of

- such sign shall not project above or below the marquee or canopy, shall not exceed eight

(8) inches in height, shall not project more than six (6) inches horizontally from the
surface of Such marquee or canopy, shall not contain flashing lights or animation and
shall not contain any advertising except for the name of the owner, name of the building
or name of the business.

(d) Wall mounted signs mounted between twenty (20) above grade and no higher than
forty (40) feet above grade are permitted by Administrator's Exception provided that the
following conditions are met:

1. The sign does not exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of
building wall width.

2. The letters of the sign do not exceed three (3) feet in height
3. The sign is architecturally compatible with the building and surrounding buildings.

4. Zoning Administrator approval is in accordance with PDP review procedures as
outlined in the Zoning Ordinance.

5. The sign is limited to the business and identification exclusively and does not repeat
itself or include extraneous identifying information.

(e) Wall mounted signs exceeding eighty (80) square feet may be approved by
Administrator's Exception if the following conditions are met:

1. The sign does not exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of
building wall width.

2. The letters of the sign do not exceed three (3) feet in height
3. The sign is architecturally compatible with the building and surrounding buildings.

4. Zoning Administrator approval is in accordance with PDP review procedures as
outlined in the Zoning Ordinance.
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5. The sign is limited to the business and identification exclusively and does not repeat
itself or include extraneous identifying information.

919.03.M.6 NDI, GI and UI Districts
In the NDI, GI and Ul Zoning Districts:

(a) Wall mounted signs are permitted provided that the total face area shall not exceed
two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of building wall width, to a
maximum of eighty (80) square feet and shall be mounted no higher than forty (40) feet
above grade. For buildings with multi-commercial tenants on the first and second floors
one (1) additional tenant business or identification sign shall be permitted per tenant
identifying the name of the tenant or business, the total face area of which shall not
exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of tenant frontage to a
maximum of eighty (80) square feet per sign, and shall not extend higher than the second
floor. Tenant signs are to be located within the facade area of the tenant. Maximum letter
height on all wall signs below forty (40) feet above grade shall be four (4) feet.

(b) Ground signs shall not extend more than forty-five (45) from the top of the sign to the
grade beneath the sign provided that no sign shall exceed two hundred (200) square feet
in face area or a vertical measurement of twenty (20) feet;

(c) Marquee or canopy sign is a sign attached to, painted on or inscribed upon a marquee

“or canopy that otherwise complies with any other governmental regulation; the face of
such sign shall not project above or below the marquee or canopy, shall not exceed eight
(8) inches in height, shall not project more than six (6) inches horizontally from the
surface of such marquee or canopy, shall not contain flashing lights or animation and
shall not contain any advertising except for the name of the owner, name of the building
or name of the business.

919.03.M.7 GT and DR Zoning Districts
In the GT and DR Zoning Districts:

(a) Wall mounted signs, except for Public Destination Facilities, are permitted provided
that;

(i) The total face area shall not exceed two (2) square feet of sign face area for each lineal
foot of building wall width to a maximum of eighty (80) square feet and shall be mounted
no higher than forty (40) feet above grade except where expressly permitted.

(ii) For buildings with multi-commercial tenants on the first and second floors one (1)
additional tenant business or identification sign shall be permitted per tenant identifying
the name of the tenant or business, the total face area of which shall not exceed two (2)
square feet of sign face area for each lineal foot of tenant frontage to a maximum of
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cighty (80) square feet per sign on each wall or facade and shall be mounted no higher
than the second floor above grade.

(iii) Tenant signs are to be located within the facade area of the tenant. Maximum letter
height on all wall signs below forty (40) feet above grade shall be four (4) feet.

(b) For Public Destination Facilities, the total face area of wall mounted signs below forty
(40) feet shall not exceed a total of three (3) percent of exposed building facade area or a
maximum of two hundred (200) square feet per facade, whichever is smaller, shall permit

electronic identification signs with no motion or animation, and shall be subject to design

review and approval by the City Planning Commission.

(c) Only [business-and-building-name-signs)_ the name of the building or business shall be
mounted higher than forty (40) feet above grade and fshal}} may face in all directions but

shall not be roof mounted nor project above the roof peak or parapet wall, shall not
exceed in face area 40 square feet or two (2) percent of exposed facade area whichever is
larger, shall be limited to four (4) per building, shall include no motion or animation,
shall not exceed a luminance of two thiousand: five hundred'¢2.500) nits during daylight
hours between sunrise and sunset, shall not exceed a luminance of two hundred fifty
(250) nits at all other times, shall permit electronic illumination with no motion or
animation, and shall be subject to design review and approval by the City Planning

Commission. All applications shall include certification that the sign will comply with
luminance level standards at the time of application and must certify again that the sign is

operating in compliance with the standards prior to issuance of an occupancy permit.

(d) Ground signs shall be limited to one (1) along each street frontage when the property
frontage measures one hundred (100) feet or less, otherwise ground signs shall not be
spaced within one hundred (100) feet of each other when located on the same zoning lot.
Ground signs shall not extend more than forty (40) feet from the top of the sign to the
grade beneath the sign and shall not exceed a total face area of one hundred fifty (150)
square feet;

(e) Marquee or canopy sign is a sign attached to, painted on or inscribed upon a marquee
or canopy that otherwise complies with any other governmental regulation; the face of
such sign shall not project above or below the marquee or canopy, shall not exceed eight
(8) inches in height, shall not project more than six (6) inches horizontally from the
surface of such marquee or canopy, shall not contain flashing lights or animation and
shall meet the definition of business or identification sign; provided that a marquee or
canopy sign attached to a Public Assembly (general) facility which shall otherwise be
subject to this provision, may be up to eight (8) feet in height and subject to review by the
Planning Commission under the Project Development Plan criteria put forth in Sectxon
922.10.

919.03.M.8 Projecting Signs

(a) Purpose
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The purpose of these regulations is to permit and regulate the installation of projecting
signs in commercial areas of the city.

(b) Definition
Projecting sign means any business or identification sign which sole means of support is
by attachment to a legal structure on a zoning lot and which projects more than twelve

(12) inches into a public right-of-way. A projecting sign shall contain no more than two
(2) sign faces which include lettering, and these signs faces shall be back-to-back.

(c) Applicability

"These regulations shall apply in the following districts:

(1) NDO/Neighborhood Office

(i) LNC/Local Neighborhood Commercial

(iii) NDI/Neighborhood Industrial

(iv) UNC/Urban Neighborhood Commercial

(v) HC/Highway Commercial

(vi) Ul/Urban Industrial

(vii) EMI/Educational/Medical Institute

(viii) GPR-C Grandview Public Realm Subdistrict C
(ix) OPR/Oakland Public Realm (Subdistricts A-D)
(x) SP-4/Station Square

(xi) SP-5/South Side Works

(xii) CP/Commercial Planned Unit Development
(xiii) AP/Mixed Use Planned Unit Development
(xiv) GT/Golden Triangle

(xv) DR/Downtown Riverfront

(d) General Requirements
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(i) For each street-level business a maximum of one (1) projecting sign shall be permitted
for cach facade of a structure facing a street;

(ii) Projecting signs shal_l be a maximum of nine (9) square feet per side. The area of
irregular or three-dimensional shapes shall be computed by multiplying the height and
width at the widest points;

(iii) Projecting signs shall extend no more than four (4) feet from the front of a building
or structure or two-thirds (2/3) of the width of the sidewalk beneath the sign where such
sidewalk exists, whichever is less. The bottom most point of a projecting sign shall be no
less than ten (10) feet above the grade beneath the sign; and

(iv) No projecting sign structure shall be placed onto or obscure or damage any
significant architectural feature of a building.

919.03.N Identification Signs Not Regulated Above

1. Identification signs for Child Care uses, and office of minister a or physician, shall be
permitted in any district where the use is permitted provided that:

(a) The sign shall not exceed five (5) square feet in face area;

(b) The use shall be limited to one (1) sign for each principal entrance;

(c) The sign may be attached to a wall of the building and shall not project more than
twelve (12) inches therefrom or may be situated as a pole sign not exceeding more than

ten (10) feet from the top of the sign to the grade below the sign and shall be setback at
least five (5) feet from any lot line when the space is unoccupied by building; and

(d) The sign shall be non-illuminated.

2. Identification signs for Multi-Unit Residential uses, Multi-Suite Residential uses,
Community Centers, Funeral Homes, Housing for the Elderly, Institutional uses, Library,
Medical Office, Cultural Service, Nursing Home, or School, shall be permitted in any
district where the use is permitted provided that: '

(a) The sign shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet in face area;

(b) The use shall be limited to one (1) sign for each primary entrance; and

(c) The sign may be attached to a wall of the building and shall not project more than
twelve (12) inches therefrom, or may be situated as a pole sign not extending more than

_twelve (12) feet from the top of the sign to the grade beneath the sign and shall be setback
at least five (5) feet from any lot line when such space is unoccupied by building.
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3. Identification signs for Institutional uses, including Hospital, College or University,
and Park uses, shall be permitted in any district where such use is permitted, provided
that:

(a) The sign shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in face area;

(b) The use shall be limited to one (1) sign along each street frontage or as necessary for
adequate direction;

(c) The sign may be attached to a wall of the building and shall not project more than
twelve (12) inches therefrom, or may be situated as a pole sign not extending more than
twelve (12) feet from the top of the sign to the grade beneath the sign and shall be setback
at least twenty (20) feet from any lot line other than the street line.

(Ord. 33-2001, § 1, eff. 12-31-01; Ord. 16-2002, § 1, eff. 6-4-02; Ord. 21-2002, §§ 17--
22, eff. 6-18-02; Ord. 22-2002, §§ 1D--1K, eff. 6-25-02)

919.03.0 Electronic Non-Advertising Signs

1. General
C. Electronic _non-advertising_signs shall be allowed subject to_all regulations

applicable to non-advertising signs and the additional standards set forth below. These
provisions shall not apply to electronic signs associated with Major Public Destination
Facilities or High Wall Signs as permitted in accordance with Section 919.03.M.7.

2. Conflicts
The provisions of this section shall take precedence over any conflicting provisions in
Section 919 relating to advertising signs unless the conflicting provisions result in greater

limitations on electronic non-advertising signs.

3. New Electronic Non-Advertising Signs

Electronic Signs as defined in Section 919.01.C.3 shall be permitted within the HC, UI,
and GI only, and shall be approved by the Zoning Board of Adjustment as Special
Exceptions, according to the Special Exception Review Standards of 922.07, and subject
to the following criteria:

(a) Motion
Any motion of any kind is prohibited on an electronic non-advertising sign face.
Electronic non-advertising signs shall have only static text, images, and graphics.

(b) Dwell Time

The text, image, or display on an electronic non-advertising sign may not change more
than once every thirty (30) seconds. Twirl time between subsequent text, images, or
display shall not exceed twenty-five tiundredths (0.25) seconds.

(c) Brightness
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During daylight hours between sunrise and sunset, luminance shall be no greater than two
thousand five hundred (2,500) nits. At all other times, luminance shail be no greater than
two hundred fifty (250) nits.

(d) Size
The changeable copy area of an electronic non-advertising sign shall be limited to fifty
(50%) percent of the total permitted sign area up to a maximum of fifty (50) square feet,

but not including high wall signs which are subject to the specific standards of
919.03.M.7(ii).

(e) Location

i. Electronic non-advertising signs shall not be located within one hiindred (100
feet of or be primarily directed towards rivers, parks, City Designated Historic Districts,
or properties within a residential or public realm zoning district; and

ii. No electronic non-advertising sign shall be erected or maintained in such a
manner as to obscure or otherwise physically interfere with an official traffic sign, signal
or device, or to obstruct or physically interfere with the driver's view of approaching,

merging or intersecting traffic.

® Controls/Testing/Annual Certification

i. All electronic_non-advertising signs shall be equipped with an automatic
dimmer control or other mechanism that automatically controls the sign’s brightness as
provided above; and

ii. Prior to approval of any permit for to operate an electronic non-advertising
sien, the applicant shall certify that the sign has been tested and complies with the
motion, dwell time, brightness, and other requirements herein.

919.03.P Major Public Destination Facility Electronic Signs

1. Applicability

D. This section shall apply to electronic signs associated with all uses that meet the
definition of “major public destination facility.”

2. Review Process

(a) Electronic Signs
All major public destination facility electronic signs shall be reviewed by the Zoning

Board of Adjustment as Special Exceptions according to the Special Exception review
standards and procedures of Section 922.07 and the standards set forth below.

(b) Large Video Displays
All major public destination facility video displays shall be reviewed by the Planning

Commission and City Council as Conditional Uses according to the Conditional Use
Standards and Procedures of Section 922.06 and the standards set forth below.

3. Conflicts

30 of 40



ATTACHMENT TO BILL 2011-1916

The provisions of this section shall take precedence over any conﬂlctmg provisions in
Article VI. Section 919 relating to non-advertising signs.

4. Electronic Signs Allowed :
E. Subiject to the provisions of this section, major public destination facilities may

utilize electronic signs, including video displays. to display:

(a) the name of the facility, or portion thereof, including any sponsor or memorialized
names assigned thereto and their logo or identifying mark. However, products or
services of sponsors shall not be displayed:

(b) the name of the major enterprise or principal activity and events on the premises,
(c) video displays of activities, events, or games taking place within the facility or
contemporaneous away games of teams associated with the facility, and

(d) events or activities at related facilities (both_on- and off-premise) under the
control or ownership of the primary occupant of the facility.

5. Location

(a) Major public destination facility electronic signs shall not be located within one
hundred. (100) feet of or be primarily directed towards rivers, parks, City Designated
Historic Districts, or properties within a residential or public realm zoning district;

(b) Major public destination facility signs shall be attached to the facility or an

associated structure such as a parking garage or located on-site within thirty* (30) feet of

such facility:
(©) Video displays shall not be visible from roadways, or ramps associated with such

roadways, with speed limits exceedin (

rty-five €35) miles per hour;
(d)  No_electronic sign or video display shall be erected or maintained in such a
manner as to obscure or otherwise physically interfere with an official traffic sign, signal
or device, or to obstruct or physically interfere with the dnvers view of approaching,
merging or intersecting traffic; and

(e) There shall be no more than one electronic sign and one video display on the site
of a major public destination facility.

6. Motion
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Any motion of any kind is prohibited on an electronic sign face. Electronic signs shall
have only static text, images, and graphics. However, motion may be allowed on large
video displays depicting activities, events, or games taking place within the facility ot
contemporaneous away games of teams associated with the facility.

7. Dwell Time
The text, image, or display on an electronic advertising sign may not change more than
once every thirty (30) seconds Twirl tlme between subsequent text, images, or display

shall not exceed twent

8. Brightness .
During davlight hours between sunrise and sunset, luminance shall be no greater than two

thousand five hundred 62 500) nits. At all other times, luminance shall be no greater than

9. Size
The maximum size of an electronic sign or video display shall be one thousand two

hundred (1.200) square feet.
10. Controls/Testing/Annual Certification

(a) All electronic signs shall be equipped with an automatic dimmer control or other
mechanism that automatically controls the sign’s brightness as provided above.

(b) Prior to approval of any permit to operate an electronic sign, the applicant shall
certify that the sign has been tested and complies with the motion, dwell time, brightness,

and other requirements herein.

(©) The owner and/or operator of an electronic advertising sign shall submit an annual
report to the city certifying that the sign complies with the motion, dwell time, brightness,
and other requirements herein.

(d)

919.03.0Q Special Signage Design Districts

ay be created in acc ordance W1th
acres 1n sxze andel ity per
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amount of flexibility in the use _ofi electronic and non_electronic. _non-advertising
signage site-planning because of the large size of the site and because of its relative
isolation from any neighborhood context.

The Department of City Planning will develop procedures, standards and regulations for

all signage in sueh-a-distriet any proposed SSDD district with the applicant assistanee
prior to any formal action by the Planning Commissior. Notice shall be made of such an
application pursuant to 922.05.C. frem-the-prepesers as-deemed-appropriate-by-the-City

Planning-Commission-.

Conflicts
The provisions of this section shall take precedence over any conflicting provisions in
Article VI, Section 919.03 relating to non-advertising signs.

I. Comprehensive Signage Design Plan
A complete application for a SSPH shall include a comprehensive signage design plan to

ddress all non advemsmg signage forms and typologies throughout the &;@_f—ﬁ%
DasioH siiiel SSDIN including, but not limited to, Business Signs and

Identiﬁcation Signs. Public_Information Signs, gateway and district signage. The
comprehensive signage design plan shall be subject to Design Review. Art Commission
shall review and approve any signage recommendation within a Public Right-of-Way or
on City-owned property.

2. Electronic Signs Allowed - o N
F. . Subject to the provisions of this section ial-Sienace-Desi istriets SSDD

may utlhze electronic signs, including video displays, in accordance w1th an adopted
Special Signage Design District Plan.

(a) Location

i) Electronic signs shall not be located within one:hundfed (100) feet of the
rivers or be directed primarily towards the rivers.
1) Video displays shall not be readllv visible from roadways, or ramps associated
with such roadways, with speed limits exceeding_thirty-five (35) miles per hour.

iii) No electronic sign shall be erected or maintained in such a manner as to
obscure or otherwise physically interfere with an official traffic sign, signal or device, or
to obstruct or physically interfere with the driver's view of approaching, merging or

intersecting traffic.

G. iv) No: eléctronic: sipng- shall- Bé iocated: within' an LNE: NDO? P HY o any
Residentially’ zoned districts;

(c) Controls/Testing/Annual Certification
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H All clectronic signs shall be equipped with an automatic dimmer control or
other mechanism that automatically controls the sign’s brightness as—provided—abeve
cstablished by the Council for special sign district.
") Prior to approval of any permit to operate an electronic sign, the applicant
shall certify that the sign has been tested and complies with the motion, dwell time,
brightness, and other requirements herein.
i) The owner and/or operator of an electronic advertising sign shall submit an
annual report to the city certifying that the sign complies with the motion, dwell time,
brightness, and other requirements herein.

919.03.R Neighborhood Gateway Signs

Neighborhood Gateway Signs may be permitted in order to identify the major entrance
pateways to a city neighborhood in accordance with the following standards:

1. Shall be located at or near neighborhood boundaries and placed as to clearly
convey entry to that neighborhood; :

2. Shall be limited to one sign for each major entrance gateway to a city
neighborhood;

3. Shall not contain advertising matter attached to or integrated with or as part of
such sign; :

4, Shall no't be an Electronic Sign:
5. Shall not exceed forty (40) square feet in faée area; and

6. Shall be subject to Design Review and approval by the City Planning
Commission except in locations where Art Commission approval is required;

919.04. Neighborhood Business District Sign Regulations.
919.04.A General
919.04.A.1 Purpose

The purpose of these special neighborhood business district sign regulations is to provide
a level of control over signage in commercial areas of the City that include uses that are
within and adjacent to residential neighborhoods, where such uses are physically oriented
toward pedestrian traffic rather than vehicular traffic, and where the existing general
provisions regulating signage allow types and sizes of signs which are not appropriate to
these districts. :
919.04.A.2 Applicability
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These regulations shall apply only to those areas specifically listed hereunder, and shall
be used in addition to the general provisions for signs found throughout this chapter.
Where differences occur between the Neighborhood Business District Sign Regulations
of this section (Sec. 919.04) and those found elsewhere in this chapter, the Neighborhood
Business District Sign Regulations of this section shall control.

919.04.A.3 Neighborhood Bﬁsiness Sign Districts Established

The following Neighborhood Business Sign Districts are hereby established:
(a) East Carson Street

919.04.A.4 Special Definitions

The following special definitions shall apply throughout the Neighborhood Business
District Sign Regulations of this section (Sec. 919.04).

(a) Projecting Sign means any business or identification sign which sole means of support
is by attachment to a legal structure on a zoning lot and which projects more than twelve
(12) inches into a public right-of-way. A projecting sign shall contain no more than two
(2) sign faces which include lettering, and these sign faces shall be back-to-back.

(b) Such signs may be attached to a building wall and no part of the sign shall project
more than four (4) inches at a height below eighty (80) inches from the grade beneath the
sign. Signs attached to the building at a height above eighty (80) inches from the bottom
of the sign to the grade beneath the sign shall not project more than three (3) feet from the
building.

919.04.B Regulations Applicable to All Neighborhood Business Districts

The provisions of this section apply to all Neighborhood Business Sign Districts.
919.04.B.1 Number of Signs

.(a) For each street level business, a maximum of one (1) wall sign, two (2) window signs,
and either one (1) awning sign or one (1) projecting sign or one (1) ground sign shall be

permitted for each facade of a structure facing a street.

(b) For each upper floor business, a maximum of two (2) window signs, one (1) door
sign, and either one (1) awning sign or one (1) projecting sign shall be permitted for each
facade of a structure facing a street.

(c) The maximum area of all signs, including ground signs, shall be fifteen (15) percent
of the area of the face of the building on which the signs are proposed. For ground signs,
the area of the face of the building nearest to and visible from the ground signs shall be
-considered for this calculation.
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919.04.B.2 Sign Size

(a) Wall signs shall be a maximum of two (2) square feet in area for every lineal foot of
building frontage, up to a maximum of forty (40) square feet. Maximum lettering Size
shall be eighteen (18) inches high.

(b) For each street level business window and door signs shall be a maximum of twenty
(20) percent of the glazed area of the window or door in which they are placed up to a
maximum of eight (8) square feet. For each upper floor business, window or door signs
shall be a maximum of fifty (50) percent of the glazed area of the window or door in
which they are placed, up to a maximum of ten (10) square feet.

(c) Projecting signs shall be a maximum of nine (9) square feet per side. The area of
irregular or three-dimensional shapes shall be computed by multiplying the height and
width at the widest points.

(d) Ground signs shall be limited to forty (40) square feet, and the sign and sign structure
shall be no higher than twelve (12) feet.

919.04.B.3 Location

(a) No sign or sign structure or support shall be placed onto or obscure or damage any
significant architectural feature of a building, including but not limited to a window or
door frame, cornice, molding, ornamental feature, or unusual or fragile material.

(b) No sign shall be painted onto any significant architectural feature, including but not
limited to a window or door frame, cornice, molding, ornamental feature, or unusual or
fragile material.

(c) No sign or sign structure or support shall be located on the roof of any building or
structure, nor shall any sign or sign structure or support extend beyond the cornice line of
any building or structure.

(d) Projecting signs shall extend no more than four (4) feet from the front of a building or
structure or two-thirds (2/3) of the width of the sidewalk beneath the sign where such

sidewalk exists, whichever is less. The bottom most point of a projecting sign shall be no
less than ten (10) feet from above grade beneath the sign.

919.04.B.4 Materials

(a) The following types of signs and materials shall not be permitted for signs in a
Neighborhood Business Sign District:

(1) Internally illuminated box signs;
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(2) Individually illuminated channel letters;
(3) Flashing, moving or intermittently illuminated sign;
(4) Internally illuminated awnings.

(b) Wall signs shall be painted only onto a separate material which is applied to the
facade of the building.

(c) For awning signs, letters shall be applied or painted onto the valance portion of the
awning only.

919.04.B.5 Illumination
(a) Internally illuminated signs or sign letters shall not be permitted.

(b) The sign face may be illuminated with small shielded spotlights which are placed as
to not glare onto the public right-of-way or onto adjacent properties or neon tubing may
be attached to the face of the sign for illumination.

919.04.B.6 Historic Plaques

In addition to the signs permitted above, the City's historic designation plaque and one (1)
other historic plaque may be applied to a wall of a building or structure. These historic
plaques shall be a maximum of one and one-half (1 1/2) square feet in area.

919.04.C East Carson Street District Standards

The provisions in this section apply only within the East Carson Street Neighborhood
Business Sign District. '

919.04.C.1 Intent

This commercial area is an historic district with a unique collection of nineteenth and
early twentieth century structures, built in a variety of architectural styles, but forming a
continuous urban fabric along an important city arterial. The vast majority of structures
are attached brick structures built to the property line along the street with narrow

'sidewalks along a two- or three-lane cartway.

The intent of these special provisions is to minimize the possibly adverse effect of signs
on these significant architectural resources, to improve the safety of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic, and to improve the communicative value of the signage for the primary
users of the district.
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A further intent of these regulations is to provide for signage which is compatible with
the architectural character of the district, so that the historic characteristics of the district
are not adversely impacted by inappropriate signage.

919.04.C.2 Number

One (1) ground sign shall be permitted per zoning lot and shall substitute for a projecting
sign or an awning sign.

919.04.C.3 Size

(a) Ground signs shall be limited to twenty-five (25) square feet in area, and the sign'ahd
sign structure shall be no higher than eight (8) feet.

(b) The limitation on the total area of all signs shall not include signs which are
determined to be a significant historic element of the building and which are an integral
part of the building facade.

919.04.C.4 Location

(a) Signs for street level businesses shall be located below the sills of the second floor
windows and above the frame of the storefront windows.

(b) Ground signs shall be located within the buildable area of the lot. Ground signs shall
be used only where the building or structure on a zoning lot is set back from the front
property line by at least twenty (20) feet. Ground signs shall not be supported by poles,
uprights, braces or other means of support which are not a part of the sign face.

919.04.C.5 Materials

Sign supports and structures shall be designed to be the minimum necessary to safely
install the sign. Sign structures and supports shall be designed to be compatible with the
architecture of the building. ’ '

(Ord. 21-2002, § 23, eff. 6-18-02)

919.05 Temporary Event Signs

Temporary event signs shall be permitted by an Administrator’s Exception, pursuant to
the following restrictions:

1. The signs shall be prohibited in all residential zoning districts and in all historic
districts designated pursuant to Title X1 of this Code;

2. The. signs. shall. be posted. for consecutive. days, but. nof: more. than. 30

consecutive daysi
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3. There shall not be more than five (5) signs for a single event approved pursuant to thig

section;

4. Signs for the same event shall not be approved, pursuant to_this section, more than
once per calendar year;

5. Any sponsorship logos or trademarks shall not cover more than fifteen (15%
percent of the sign face:

6. The signs shall not be larger than 378 square feet;

7. The signs shall not contain any flashing text or graphics;

8. The signs shall not contain any animation;

Section 3. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article VII, Chapter 921,
Nonconformities, is hereby amended as follows:

921.02.B Abandonment

921.02.B.1 Effeét of Abandonment

Once abandoned, a nonconforming use shall not be reestablished or resumed. Any
subsequent use or occupancy of the structure or land site must conform with the

regulations of the district in which it is located and all other applicable requirements of
this Code.

921.02.B.2 Evidence of Abandonment

A nonconforming use shall be presumed abandoned when any one (1) of the following
has occurred:

(a) A less intensive use has replaced the nonconforming use;

(b) Greater than twenty-four (24) percent of the building or structure has been removed
through the applicable procedures for condemnation of unsafe structures or otherwise by
operational law;

(c) The owner has physically changed the building or structure or its fixtures or
equipment in such a way as to clearly indicate a change in use or activity to something
other than the nonconforming use; or

(d) The use has been discontinued, vacant or inactive for a continuous period of at least

one (1) year, provided this presumption may be rebutted upon showing, to the satisfaction
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of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, that the owner had no intention to abandon. Where
appropriate, the Zoning Board of Adjustment may require contemporaneous
documentation of previous use or intended use, such as leases or real estate
advertisement, to rebut the presumption.

(e) Nonconforming signs relating to a product no longer available for brand new retail
purchase and nonconforming signs relating to a business or service which is terminated
or relocated, shall be presumed abandoned after a period of at least one (1) year after the
termination of the product, business or service. This presumption may be rebutted upon
showing, to the satisfaction of the Zoning Board of Adjustment, that the owner had no
intention to abandon. Where appropriate, the Zoning Board of Adjustment may require
contemporaneous documentation of previous use or intended use, such as leases or real

estate advertisement, to rebut the presumption.

Section 4. Severability

If any provision of this Chapter or the application thereof to any person or

circumstance is held invalid for any reason in a court of competent jurisdiction, the
invalidity does not affect other provisions or any other application of this Chapter
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and for this
purpose the provisions of this Chapter are declared severable.

[ do hereby certify that the foregoing resolution duly engrossed and certified, was
delivered by me to the Mayor for his approval or disapproval and that the Mayor failed to
approve or disapprove the same, whereupon it became a law without his approval under
the provisions of the Act of Assembly in such case made and provided.

Linda Johnson-Wasler, City Clerk
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Ordinance amending and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code,
Article V, Use Table, Section 911.02, and Use Regulations, Section 911.04.A.2 to expand
the Agricultural Use Zoning Classification into two categories, and to add additional
standards and procedures; and supplementing Chapter 912, Accessory Uses and
Structures, by adding a new subsection to permit Urban Agriculture as an accessory use.

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh as follows:
Section 1. The Pittsburgh'Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article V, Chapter 911, Use

Regulations, is hereby amended at Section 911.02, Use Table, as follows:

911.02 Use Table
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Section 2. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zonihg Code, Article V, Chapter 911, Use
Regulations, is hereby amended at Section 911.04.A.2, Agricultural Uses, as follows:

911.04.4.2(a) Agriculture [Uses] (General)

Agriculture [Uses] (General) shall be subject to the following standards:

(1)
)

©)

“4)
©)

(6)
™)
(8)

The site shall be at least three (3) [five (5)] acres in size;

No structure, including beehives, chicken coops, or any similar accessory
structures, except a dwelling unit shall be located within [two hundred (200)]
fifty (50) feet of any lot line;

The sale of non-mechanical agricultural and farm products [nursery stock and
poultry] that are grown, used, produced on-site, or are part of an affiliated
Community Supported Agriculture program shall be permitted [only if produced
or raised on the premises], and shall comply with the standards of Section
912.06, Outdoor Retail Sales and Service (Accessory Use);

Killing or dressing of animals raised on the premises shall be permitted if
conducted entirely within an enclosed building;

The keeping of poultry birds, livestock, and domestic small farm animals shall
be permitted within a securely fenced and enclosed area only where there is also
a residential use of the property;

All animal structures and roaming areas shall be kept sanitary and free from
accumulations of animal excrement and objectionable odor;

All seed, fertilizer, and animal feed shall be stored in a secured, rodent-proof
container and housed within an enclosed structure; and

All applications shall be in compliance with Environmental Overlay District
regulations of Chapter 906.

911.04.4.2(b) Agriculture (Limited) With Beekeeping

Agriculture (Limited) With Beekeeping shall be subiject to the following standards:

(D

)
3

4)

©)

The sale of non-mechanical agricultural and farm products that are grown, used,
produced on-site, or are part of an affiliated Community Supported Agriculture
program shall be permitted, and shall comply with the standards of Section
912.06, Outdoor Retail Sales and Service (Accessory Use);

The keeping of poultry birds, livestock, and domestic small farm animals is not
permitted;
For property with a minimum of two-thousand (2,000) square feet in size, the -

property owner is permitted to keep two (2) beehives. For every additional two-
thousand (2,000) square feet of property, the owner is permitted two (2)
additional beehive;

All structures necessary for and related to the housing of honeybees shall be
subject to any required setbacks of the underlying zoning district, but shall in all
cases be a minimum of ten (10) feet from any property line;

Ground mounted beehives shall be located no higher than six (6) feet from

grade;




(6) Ground mounted beehives shall be permitted in side and rear yards, and shall be

provided an enclosed barrier along the property line six (6) feet in height
consisting of a solid fence, dense vegetation or combination thereof, and in
cases where there is ample yard-area, a flyway may be substituted for perimeter
barriers, consisting of six (6) foot high barriers on both sides of the bee colony,
creating a channel extending twenty (20) feet in each direction beyond each bee
colony entrance;

(7) Al seed, fertilizer, or similar products shall be stored in a secured, rodent-proof
container and housed within an enclosed structure; and

(8) All applications shall be subject to the Environmental Overlay District
regulations of Chapter 906.

911.04.4.2(c) Agriculture (Limited)

Agriculture (Limited) shall be subject to the following standards:

(1) The sale of non-mechanical agricultural and farm products that are grown, used,
produced on-site, or are part of an affiliated Community Supported Agriculture
program shall be permitted, and shall comply with the standards of Section
912.06. Outdoor Retail Sales and Service (Accessory Use);

(2) The keeping of poultry birds, livestock, and domestic small farm animals is not
permitted:;

(3) All seed, fertilizer, or similar products shall be stored in“a secured, rodent-proof
container and housed within an enclosed structure; and

(4) All applications shall be subject to the Environmental Overlay District
regulations of Chapter 906.

Section 3. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article V, Chapter 912,
Accessory Uses and Structures, is hereby supplemented by adding Section 912.07 as
follows:

912.07 Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use)

The Urban Agriculture standards of this section are intended to permit the growing and
off-site selling of legal agricultural products on properties throughout the City of
Pittsburgh, and shall authorize the Zoning Administrator to consider and approve
applications for Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use) With Animals as a Special Exception
in accordance with the provisions of Section 922.07. The property owner need not apply
for any type of permit if the sole intent of growing crops is for personal/non-commercial
use.

912.07.A Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use) With No Animals

Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use) applications which do not include the housing of
poultry birds or honeybees shall be subject to the following standards:

(1) The sale of non-mechanical agricultural and farm products that are grown, used,
produced on-site, or are part of an affiliated Community Supported Agriculture
program shall be permitted only in non-residential districts, and shall comply




with the standards of Section 912.06, Outdoor Retail Sales and Service
(Accessory Use):

(2) All seed, and fertilizer, shall be stored in a secured, rodent-proof container and
housed within an enclosed structure;

(3) All applications shall be subject to the Environmental Overlay District
regulations of Chapter 906; A

(4) All applications shall include a detailed plot plan with scaled representation of
all proposed structures and uses; and

(5) Signage shall not be permitted.

912.07.B Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use) With Animals

Urban Acgriculture (Accessory Use) applications for the housing of poultry birds and
honevbees shall be authorized as a Special Exception, in accordance with Section 922.07,
and shall be subject to the following standards:

(1) The sale of non-mechanical agricultural and farm products that are grown, used,
produced on-site, or are part of an affiliated Community Supported Agriculture
program shall be permitted only in non-residential districts, and shall comply
with the standards of Section 912.06, Outdoor Retail Sales and Service
(Accessory Use);

(2) All applications shall be subject to the Environmental Overlay District
regulations of Chapter 906;

(3) All applications shall include a detailed plot plan with scaled representation of
all proposed structures and uses;

(4) Signage shall not be permitted;

(5) All seed, fertilizer, and animal feed shall be stored in a secured, rodent-proof
container and housed within an enclosed structure;

(6) All structures related to the housing of poultry birds shall be at least 6 Sq. Ft. in
size and a minimum of 2 Sq. Ft. per additional poultry bird;

(7) Roosters are not permitted:

(8) For property with a minimum of two-thousand (2,000) square feet in size, the
property owner is permitted three (3) poultry birds. For every additional one-
thousand (1,000) square feet of property, the owner is permitted one (1)
additional poultry bird;

(9) For property with a minimum of two-thousand (2,000) square feet in size, the
property owner is permitted to keep two (2) beehives. For every additional two-
thousand (2.000) square feet of property, the owner is permitted two (2)
additional beehive;

(10) All structures necessary for and related to the housing of honeybees shall be
subject to any required setbacks of the underlying zoning district, and shall
otherwise be set back at least ten (10) feet from any property line;

(11) Ground mounted beehives shall be located no higher than six (6) feet from
grade;

(12) Ground mounted beehives shall be permitted in side and rear yards, and shall be
provided an enclosed barrier along the property line six (6) feet in height
consisting of a solid fence, dense vegetation or combination thereof, and in
cases where there is ample yard-area, a flyway may be substituted for perimeter
barriers, consisting of six (6) foot high barriers on both sides of the bee colony,
creating a channel extending twenty (20) feet in each direction beyond each bee
colony entrance;




(13) Roof mounted beehives shall be located on primary and accessory structures no
lower than ten (10) feet from grade and shall not be within the required setback;

(14) All animal structures and roaming areas shall be kept sanitary and free from
accumulations of animal excrement and objectionable odor;

(15) OQutdoor roaming areas for poultry birds shall be sufficiently enclosed and
screened from the street and neighboring properties to protect them from
vehicular traffic, and to minimize external impacts of the outdoor roaming
areas; and '

(16) The keeping of poultry birds or honeybees shall be permitted only where there
is an occupied residence.

Section 4. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, Zoning Code, Article V, Chapter 913, Use
Exceptions and Conditions not Listed in the Use Table, is hereby amended at Section
913.03.C as follows: ' '

913.03.C Accessory Uses

1. Special Exception for Employees to a Home Occupation (Sec. 912.05.B.1)

2. Special Exception for Urban Agriculture (Accessory Use) With Animals (Sec.
912.07.B)

Section 5. One vear after the effective date of this Ordinance, the Department of
Planning shall present the results of a comprehensive review conducted on the
implementation of this Ordinance. The report shall be provided to the Planning
Commission and City Council.
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Ordinance amending Pittsburgh City Code, Title Nine, Zoning, Section 922.01, General
Requirements for All Procedures, to allow for elimination of Zoning fees for businesses
which cater to the public and wish to eliminate one step from their entrances to make
them accessible to the physically disabled and compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act.

Section 1. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine, -Zoning, Section 922.01, General
Requirements for All Procedures, is hereby amended as follows:

922.01.A Applications and Fees

Applications for any action under this Code shall be submitted on forms provided by the
department head responsible for accepting the application and in such numbers as
required. Applications shall be accompanied by a non-refundable fee established by the
Planning Director to defray the costs of processing applications. Fees shall not be
required with applications initiated by the Planning Commission or City Council, or if
participating in the One Step Program : when one step or unusable ramp is being replaced
in front of one of the following types of facilities by a ramp or sidewalk modification to
make the facility more accessible for persons with disabilities:

A. An indoor recreation and entertainment facility;

B. A restaurant;

C. A retail sales and service facility as defined in Chapter 911 of Title Nine of the

Pittsburgh Code at sections 911.02 and 911.04;

D. A facility providing laundry services as defined in Chapter 9110of Title Nine of

the Pittsburgh Code at sections 911.02 and 911.04;

E. A vehicle/equipment sale or repair facility as defined in Chapter 911 of Title

Nine of the Pittsburgh Code at sections 911.02 and 911.04:

F. A retail nursery; '

G. A grocery store;

H. A firearms business establishment as defined in Chapter 911 of Title Nine of

the Pittsburgh Code at sections 911.02 and 911.04;

L. A check cashing facility;

J. A pawn shop.
Plans for modifying the storefront following removal of the step or unusable ramp shall
comply with the latest version of the ICC/ANSI A117.1 Code. Any application that does
not include required information or that is not accompanied by the required fee shall be
returned to the applicant as incomplete and no further processing of the application shall
occur until the deficiencies are corrected.
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..Title

Ordinance amending and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine Zoning Code,
Article IT Base Zoning District, Chapter 903 Residential Zoning Districts, 903.03
Development Subdistricts, to clarify required setbacks of “attached” dwelling units.

..Body _
Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh as follows

Section 1. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine Zoning Code, Article II Base Zoning
District, Chapter 903 Residential Zoning Districts, 903.03 Development Subdistricts, 1s
hereby amended and supplemented as follows: '

Section 1.
903.03.A Very Low-Density

903.03.A.1 Map Designation

The zoning map designation for lands classified in the Very Low-Density Subdistrict
shall be the letters "VL", which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e.g., R1D-
VL)

903.03.A.2 Site Development Standards

Sites in the Very Low-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the
following site development standards, provided that:

(a) New development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07; and
(b) The Environmental Performance Standards of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(c) When a dwelling unit is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate
lots by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sideyard setback shall
be zero on the abutting or party wall side.

Site Development Standard Very-Low Density Subdistrict

Minimum Lot Size 8,000 s.f.
Minimum Lot Size per Unit 8,000 s.£.

Minimum Front Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 30 ft.

Minimum Rear Setback

R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.



RM Subdistrict 30 ft.
Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback )
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict . 30 ft.
Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback _
R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5 ft, on one side; 10 fi. on the other side
R1A Subdistrict [16-8:] 5 fi.
30 ft.
RM Subdistrict
Maximum Height
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)
RM Subdistrict 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)

903.03.B Low-Density

903.03.B.1 Map Designation ‘
The zoning map designation for lands classified in the Low-Density Subdistrict shall be
the letter "L", which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e. g R1D-L)

903.03.B.2 Site Development Standards ‘

Sites in the Low-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the following
site development standards, provided that:

(a) New_ development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07; and
(b) The Environmental Performance Standards of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(c) When a dwelling is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate lots
by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sideyard setback shall be
zero on the abutting or party wall side.

Site Development Standard Low Density Subdistrict

Minimum Lot Size 5,000 s.f.
Minimum Lot Size per Unit 3,000 s.f.
Minimum Front Setback

R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.

RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

Minimum Rear Setback




R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts . 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 30 fi.

Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts

R1A Subdistrict > ft
o [+0-£] 5 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 &t
Maximum Height
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)
RM Subdistrict 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)

903.03.C Moderate Density

903.03.C.1 Map Designation
The zoning map designation for lands classified in the Moderate-Density Subdistrict shall
be the letter "M", which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e.g., R2-M)

903.03.C.2 Site Development Standards

Sites in the Moderate-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the
following site development standards, provided that: '

(a) New development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07; and
(b) The Environmental Performance Standards of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(c) When a dwelling is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate lots
by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sidevard setback shall be
zero on the abutting or party wall side.

Site Development Standard Moderate Density Subdistrict
Minimum Lot Size 3,200 s.f.
Minimum Lot Size per Unit 1,800 s.f.

Minimum Front Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.




Minimum Rear Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

‘Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 fi.

RM Subdistrict 25 fi.

Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback

R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5 ft.

R1A Subdistrict 5 ft.

RM Subdistrict 10 ft. .

Maximum Height

R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)
RM Subdistrict 55 ft. (not to exceed 4 stories)

903.03.D High Density

903.03.D.1 Map Designation
The zoning map designation for lands classified in the High-Density Subdistrict shall be
the Letter "H" which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e.g., RM-H)

903.03.D.2 Site Development Standards

Sites in the High-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the following
site development standards, provided that:

(a) New development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07,;

(b) Residential Compatibility Standards of Chapter 916 shall impose additional height
and setback standards on new High-Density and Very High-Density residential and
nonresidential development located near residential and H Districts; and

(c) The Environmental Performance Standards of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(d) When a dwelling is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate lots
by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sideyard setback shall be
zero on the abutting or party wall side.

Site Development Standard High Density Subdistrict

Minimum Lot Size : 1,800 s.f.




Minimum Lot Size per Unit 750 s.f.

Minimum Front Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 15 ft.

RM Subdistrict 25 ft.
Minimum Rear Setback

R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 15 fi.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 15 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback

R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5 ft.
R1A Subdistrict
[+6-f:] 5 ft.
RM Subdistrict
10 ft.
Maximum Height :
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)
RM Subdistrict 85 ft. (not to exceed 9 stories)

903.03.E Very-High Density

903.03.E.1 Map Designation

The zoning map designation for lands classified in the Very-High Density Subdistrict
shall be the letters "VH", which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e.g., RM-
VH) _

903.03.E.2 Site Development Standards

Sites in the Very High-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the
following site development standards, provided that:

(a) New development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07;
(b) Residential Compatibility Standards of Chapter 916 shall impose additional height
and setback standards on new High-Density and Very High-Density residential and
nonresidential development located near residential and H Districts; and

(c) The Environmental Performance Standards of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(d) When a dwelling is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate lots
by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sideyard setback shall be
zero on the abutting or party wall side.




Site Dévelopment Standard Very-High Density Subdistrict

Minimum Lot Size 1,200 s.f.

Minimum Lot Size per Unit 400 s.f.

Minimum Front Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5 ft.

RM Subdistrict 25 ft.
Minimum Rear Setback

R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 15 ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 fi.

| Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5ft.
RM Subdistrict 25 ft.

Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts

. 5ft
d .
R1A Subdistrict [108]5 ft
RM Subdistrict 10 .
Maximum Height
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 40 ft. (not to exceed 3 stories)
RM Subdistrict no limit

(Ord. 25-2001, §§ 1C--1L, eff. 11-30-01)

Section 2.
925.06.C.2 Zero Setback on One or Both Sides -

The applicant may reduce the side setback to zero when the side of the abutting property
has a zero side setback when both building walls abut each other



ORY. 2¢

Ordinance amending and supplementing the Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine Zoning Code,
Article IX Measurements and Definitions, Chapter 925 Measurements, 925.06 Setbacks,
to broaden and clarify the use of contextual front setbacks and front setbacks on corner
and irregular lots.

Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Pittsburgh as follows

Section 1. The Pittsburgh Code, Title Nine Zoning Code, Article IX Measurements
and Definitions, Chapter 925 Measurements, 925.06 Setbacks, is hereby amended and
supplemented as follows:

92_5.06 Setbacks

925.06.B Contextual Front Setbacks

Regardless of the minimum front setback requirements imposed by the zoning district
standards of this Code;, applicants shall be allowed to use the Contextual Front Setback.
The Contextual Front Setback shall apply only to primary uses and structures. A
Contextual Front Setback for any lot with street frontage may fall at any point between
the (zoning district) required front setback and the front setback that exists on a lot that is
adjacent and oriented [to] on the same side of the street as the subject lot or that of a
build-to line established by at least fifty (50) percent of the primary structures within the
same block as the subiject property on the same side of the street as demonstrated by the
applicant with plot plans, surveys, maps, and other evidence determined to be acceptable

by the Zoning Administrator. [If-the-subjectJot-is-a-cornerlot—the-Contextual-Setback
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zoning district-shall-apply:] This provision shall not be interpreted as requiring a greater
front setback than imposed by the underlying zoning district, and it shall not be
interpreted as allowing setbacks to be reduced to a level that results in right-of-way
widths dropping below established minimums.

925.06.D Front Setbacks on Corner and Irregular Lots

In the case of corner or irregular lots, [the-side-of thelot-with-the-shertest-street] the
Zoning Administrator shall determine which frontages shall be considered the “front”,
“side”, and “rear” setbacks. Criteria to be considered shall include but not be limited to
- orientation of the primary structure, orientation of the neighboring structures, and the
location of the entrances to the structure.




Revised by City Council & P.C. — December 2011
925.06 Setbacks

925.06.B Contextual Front Setbacks

Regardless of the minimum front setback requirements imposed by the zoning district
standards of this Code, applicants shall be allowed to use the Contextual Front Setback.
The Contextual Front Setback shall apply only to primary uses and structures. A
Contextual Front Setback for any lot with street frontage may fall at any point between
the (zoning district) required front setback and the front setback that exists on a lot that is
adjacent and oriented on the same side of the street as the subject lot or that of a build-to
line established by at least fifty (50) percent of the primary structures within the same
block as the subject property on the same side of the street as demonstrated by the
applicant with plot plans, surveys, maps, and other evidence determined to be acceptable
by the Zoning Administrator. This provision shall not be interpreted as requiring a greater
front setback than imposed by the underlying zoning district, and it shall not be
interpreted as allowing setbacks to be reduced to a level that results in right-of-way
widths dropping below established minimums.

925.06.C.2 Zero Sethack on One or Both Sides

The applicant may reduce the side setback to zero when the side of the abutting property
has a zero side setback when both building walls abut each other

925.06.D Front Setbacks on Corner and Irregular Lots v

In the case of corner or irregular lots, the Zoning Administrator shall determine which
frontages shall be considered the “front”, “side”, and “rear” setbacks. Criteria to be
considered shall include but not be limited to orientation of the primary structure,
orientation of the neighboring structures, and the location of the entrances to the

structure.
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903.03.A Very Low-Density

903.03.A.1 Map Designation
The zoning map designation for lands classified in the Very Low-Density Subdistrict
shall be the letters "VL", which shall follow the Use Subdistrict designation (e.g., R1D-
VL)

903.03.A.2 Site Development Standards
Sites in the Very Low-Density Subdistrict shall be developed in accordance with the
following site development standards, provided that: :
(a) New development shall be allowed to use Contextual Setbacks and Contextual
Building Heights in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 925.06 and Sec. 925.07; and
(b) The Environmental Performance Standards- of Chapter 915 shall impose additional
regulations on site development if such conditions exist.

Article VI and Chapter 925 contain a complete description of site development standards
and a listing of exemptions to various standards.

(c) When a dwelling unit is “attached” to one or more separate dwelling units on separate
lots by a party wall or separate abutting wall the required interior sideyard setback shall
be zero on the abutting or party wall side.

Site Development Standard Very-Low Density Subdistrict
Minimum Lot Size . 8,000 s.f.
Minimum Let Size per Unit 8,000 s.f.

Minimum Front Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 30 ft.

Minimum Rear Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.
RM Subdistrict 30 ft.

Minimum Exterior Sideyard Setback
R1D, R1A, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 30 ft.

RM Subdistrict 30 ft.
Minimum Interior Sideyard Setback :
R1D, R2 & R3 Subdistricts 5 ft, on one side; 10 ft. on the other side
R1A Subdistrict : [10-f] S ft.
30 ft.

RM Subdistrict































